IMPROVING STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION THROUGH  QUESTION-GENERATION STRATEGY AT THE GRADE-EIGHTH STUDENTS OF SMP NEGERI 2 PALU by Shella, Grace
E-Journal of English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) Vol.   No. 1 
 
 
 
 
IMPROVING STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION THROUGH 
QUESTION-GENERATION STRATEGY AT THE GRADE-EIGHTH STUDENTS 
OF SMP NEGERI 2 PALU 
 
Grace Shella P.1, KonderManurung2, Nadrun3 
ABSTRACT 
The objective of this research is to find outwhether the use ofquestion-generation 
strategycan improvestudents’ reading comprehension at the grade-eighth students of 
SMP Negeri 2 Palu or not. The study applied quasi-experimental research design. 
The samples wereVIIIB and VIIIC which was drawn by applying purposive 
sampling technique.Where VIIIB was chosen ascontrol 
group,andVIIICasexperimental group. Test was the main instrument to collect 
data.The mean score of the pre-test of the experimental group is 61.8 and the control 
group is 68.4. The mean score of the post-test of experimental group is 77.6 and the 
control group is 69.8. Based on the result of the pre-test and the post-test, it is found 
out that the t-counted value is 6.00. By applying the degree of freedom (df) 60 and 
the 0.05 significant level, it is found out that the value of t-table is 1.671. It is 
proved that the value of t-counted (6.00) is higher than t-table (1.671). It means that 
the hypothesis is accepted. In other words, the use of question-generation strategy is 
effective to improve students’ reading comprehension at the grade-eighth students 
of SMP Negeri 2 Palu. 
 
Keywords:Question-Generation Strategy; Reading Comprehension; Literal 
Comprehension 
 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui apakah strategi Question-
Generation dapat meningkatkan kemampuan siswa kelas delapan SMP Negeri 2 
Palu dalam komprehensi membaca atau tidak. Penelitian ini menggunakan desain 
penelitian quasi-experimental. Sampelnya adalah siswa kelas VIIIB dan VIIIC yang 
menerapkan teknik purposive sampling.VIIIB sebagai kelompok control dan VIIIC 
sebagai kelompok eksperimen. Tes adalah alat utama untuk mengumpulkan data. 
Nilai rata-rata pre-test pada kelompok eksperimen adalah 61.8, sedangkan 
kelompok kontrol adalah 68.4. Nilai rata-rata post-test pada kelompok eksperimen 
adalah77.6 dan kelompok kontrol adalah 69.8. Berdasarkan hasil pre-test dan 
post-test, peneliti menemukan bahwa nilai t-counted adalah 6.00. Dengan 
menerapkan derajat kebebasan (df) 60 dan 0.05 tingkat signifikansi, peneliti 
menemukan bahwa nilai t-tabel adalah1.671yang menunjukkan bahwa nilai t-counted 
(6.00) lebih tinggi dari nilai t-tabel(1.671). Artinya hipotesis ini diterima. Dengan 
kata lain, penggunaan strategi Question-Generation Strategi dapat meningkatkan 
kemampuan siswa dalam komprehensi membaca pada siswa kelas delapan dari 
SMPNegeri 2 Palu. 
 
Kata kunci:StrategiQuestion-Generation; Komprehensi Membaca 
;Komprehensi Literal 
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INTRODUCTION 
English has four basic language skills. They are listening, speaking, writing, and 
reading. Speaking and writing involve language production, so they are regarded as 
productive skills. On other hand, listening and reading involve receiving message, so they 
are regarded as receptive skill. Reading, as one of the language skills, has a very important 
role. Grabe and Stoller(2013) state that reading is an activity in order to get information and 
understand the writing text. Based on the definition, reading is a process in which people 
add more information and ideas from the text such as newspapers, novels, magazines, 
academic books, and so on. When people talk about reading, it might be automatically 
related to comprehension or understanding. Pang (2003:14) asserts, “Comprehension is the 
process of deriving meaning from connected text.”  It means that the reader who has 
background knowledge, experience with a text and other strategies can help them to 
understand the text. 
Based on Kurikulum 2013of junior high school, the objective of teaching English is to 
develop students’ potential to communicate in spoken and written language in various 
knowledge and to develop English as a foreign language. Furthermore, it also describes that 
reading is one English skill that must be learnt. It seems that reading is very important to 
learn.  
From the preliminary observation and the interview with the English teacher, 
someeighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Paluclaim that reading is the most difficult one. 
The first problem is related to the students’ vocabulary mastery. The students admitted that 
they had difficulties related to vocabulary. Although they realized this condition, it seemed 
that they did not give any effort to enrich their vocabulary items. It could be seen in the time 
when they found difficult words in the text, they did not try to guess the meaning from the 
context. Therefore, it makes students lack of interest and motivation which may be caused 
by students’ lack of vocabulary. The second problem is they had difficulties to understand 
the context and get information from the text, so the students failed to understand longer 
reading materials such as story. 
To overcome the difficulties above, the teacher should use appropriate strategy to 
maintain students’ reading comprehension. The researcher assumes that Question-
Generation strategy is aneffective strategy in order to help the students in comprehending 
text. Schumacher, Deshler, Nolan, and Alley (1994:3) define “Question-Generation strategy 
is designed to help students effectively understand complex reading demands.” There are 
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two type of questions, which are locate-type and think-type. The answer of locate type can 
be found directly by looking back in the text, while think type require the students to think 
outside the bounds of printed text. In this research, the researcher focuses on locate-type.   
Based on the explanation, this strategy is simple and is considered suitable for students to 
get information and main idea from text that they read. 
There is a reason the researcher has chosen the grade eighth students of SMP Negeri 2 
Palu. The researcher wants to improve the students’ reading comprehension due to their low 
reading comprehensionespecially how to get information in a passage. The researcher 
surveyed school, and then she got some problems in reading comprehension, especially 
about narrative text in the eighth grade students. 
Most studentsofthe grade eighth of SMPNegeri 2 Palu have problem in 
comprehending text. They feel difficult to get information and main idea of narrative text. 
In relation to this, the researcher has givenQuestion-Generation strategy for students. If the 
students use this strategy, they can comprehend text and they used to read in long longer 
text. It means that they understand a text that they read. The researcher believes that 
Question-Generation strategy can improve student’s reading comprehension. 
METHOD  
In conducting this research, the researcher employedquasi-experimental research 
design, where the sample of the research was divided into two groups. They were the 
experimental group and control group, where the researcher did the experiment or treatment 
in experimental group, while control group is taught reading without treatment.Both of 
groups got the pretest and posttest. However, the experimental group was conducted the 
treatment after the pre-test and the post-test was at the end of the meeting. The design of 
this research is proposed byby Hatch and Farhady (1982:22) as follows: 
 
 G1= T1 X T2 
 G2= T1  T2  
Where:  
G1 = Experimental group 
G2  = Control group 
T1   = Pre-test for experimental/control group 
T2   = Post-test for experimental/control group 
X  = Treatment  
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In conducting this research, the researcher needed population for being the object of 
thepopulation. Population is an object of the research. It is determined by the researcher as 
Sugiyono (2010) has mentioned that population is generalization of a region consisting of 
object/subject which has specific quality and characteristic.The population of this research 
was the students at the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 2 Palu. There are five classes in this 
grade. They are A.B.C, D, and E. The total number of the students are 161 students. For 
details, the number of students in each class can be seen in the following table: 
 
 
Table 1 
Population Distribution 
 
No Classes Number of students 
1 VIII A 29 
2 VIII B 30 
3 VIII C 32 
4 VIII D 35 
5 VIII E 35 
 Total 161 
 
 In selectingthesample,theresearcherusedpurposivesamplingtechnique.In this case, 
VIIIB was chosen as control group, and VIIIC as experimental group with the following 
reasons: the first reason was that based on the primarily observation, it is found that those 
classes had some problems in learning English especially in reading. The second reason was 
that both of the classes had lower reading comprehension than the other classes. The last 
reason is that the English teacher who teaches in those classes suggested the researcher to 
select them as the sample of this research. Furthermore, the dependent variable in this 
research is the students’ reading comprehension while the independent variable is the 
implementation of Question-Generation Strategy. 
In this research, the researcher gavepre-test and post-test to collect the data related to the 
students’ reading. The test is reading test. The aim of the pre-test is to know the students’ 
prior knowledge or understanding about the material that will be taught.Whereas, The post-
test was conducted in order to find out the progress of students’ reading comprehension 
after the treatment. Types of test used by the researcher were essay and multiple choice test. 
It has fifteen items.Essay test consisted of five items, while multiple choice consisted ten 
items. The form of the pre-test and post-test was actually similar in level of difficulties, but 
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the provided questions were absolutely different. The treatment was conducted in six 
meetings. 
 After the researcher collected the data from pre-test and post-test, she analyzed the 
data by using statistical formula. Firstly, she analyzed individual score of the students by 
using formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:276), as follow: 
   = 
𝑿
𝑵
 x 100 
 
Where: 
∑  : standard score 
X : obtained score 
N : maximum score 
100 : constant number 
 
Then, the researcher analyzed the mean score of each group in pre-test and post-test 
used the following formula by Hatch and Farhady (1982:55): 
𝒙̅ =
𝚺𝒙̅
𝑵
 
 
Where:  
𝑥̅ : Average Score 
Σ𝑥̅ : Value achieved 
N : Number of the students 
 
Next, the researcher applied the individual deviation of pre-test and post-test through 
formula recommended by Arikunto (2006) as follows: 
𝒅 = 𝑿𝟐  −  𝑿𝟏 
 
Where: 
𝑑 : Deviation 
𝑋2  : Pre-test score 
𝑋1 : Post-test score 
 
After that, the researcher analyzed the mean score of deviation of experimentaland 
control class. The researcher used the mean score of deviation formula suggested by 
Arikunto (2006:313) as follows: 
1. The formula used for experimental group: 
Mx=
∑𝑿
𝑵
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2. The formula used for control group: 
My =
∑𝒚
𝑵
 
Where: 
Mx : Mean score of deviation of experimental group 
My : Mean score of deviation of control group 
∑x : Sum scores of  experimental group 
∑y : Sum scores of  control group 
N : Number of students in each group 
 
After getting the mean score of deviation,the researcher analyzed the square deviation 
score by usingthe formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:312) as follows: 
1. The formula applied for experimental group : 
∑𝐱𝟐 = ∑𝐱𝟐 −
(∑𝐱)𝟐
𝐍
 
2. The formula applied for control group : 
∑𝐲𝟐 = ∑𝐲𝟐 −
(∑𝐲)𝟐
𝐍
 
 
Where: 
∑x2 : The square deviation sum of experimental group 
∑y2 : The square deviation sum of control group 
N       : The total number of students 
 
Finally, the researcher analyzed the t-value by using the formula quoted from 
Arikunto (2006) as follows: 
𝒕 =  
𝑴𝒙̅ −𝑴𝒚
√(
∑𝒙̅𝟐+ ∑𝒚𝟐
𝑵𝒙̅+𝑵𝒚−𝟐
) (
𝟏
𝑵𝒙̅
+
𝟏
𝑵𝒚
)
 
 
Where: 
t  : t-counted 
𝑀𝑥  : mean score of experimental group 
𝑀𝑦  : mean score of control gruop 
∑𝑥̅2  :sum of squared deviation of experimental group 
∑𝑦2  :sum of squared deviation of control group 
Nx  : number of students in experimental group 
Ny  : number of students in experimental group 
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FINDINGS 
In presenting the data, the researcher analyzed the data taken from pre-test and post-
test.The researcher had given pre-test and post-test to both experimental group and control 
groups. In gathering the main data, the researcher tested both experimental group and 
control group twice, before and after treatment. In the first meeting, the researcher 
conducted pre-test for experimental and control groups to find out the students’ 
comprehension in reading. After applying six treatments for experimental group, the 
researcher gave post-test for both groups to find out the students’ development by applying 
Question-Generation strategy.  Furthermore, the purpose of the posttest wasto compare the 
result of the students’ achievement in speaking skill between the experimental group and 
the control one.The result of the pretest of experimental group and control groupare 
presented on table 2. 
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Table2 
Result of the Pre-Test of the Experimental and Control group 
 
No. Initials of 
Experimental 
Group 
Scores 
Initials of 
Control 
Group 
Scores 
1 CP 83.3 ES 90 
2 NGM 80 AS 86.6 
3 RM 80 KE 83.3 
4 JE 76.6 KA 83.3 
5 MM 76.6 RMN 80 
6 VA 73.3 AFD 80 
7 AK 73.3 TNA 80 
8 AS 73.3 RR 80 
9 AR 73.3 CM 76.6 
10 AH 70 IA 76.6 
11 AJF 70 FE 76.6 
12 MK 70 AA 76.6 
13 VC 70 BA 73.3 
14 SF 70 FJ 73.3 
15 MRO 66.6 MR 73.3 
16 DAS 63.3 SFM 70 
17 SS 63.3 YFS 70 
18 AJAP 63.3 MRL 70 
19 AN 60 NAU 66.6 
20 TF 56.6 AK 66.6 
21 NIH 56.6 AMS 63.3 
22 PY 56.6 MW 60 
23 FZR 53.3 PFB 60 
24 DSM 53.3 MRF 53.3 
25 MIN 53.3 MSG 53.3 
26 CNM 50 NS 50 
27 TAI 43.3         CA 50 
28 MPS 43.3 PNW 50 
29 MAG 40 DPD 40 
30 
31 
32 
MA 
MAD 
IP 
40 
40 
36.6 
MR 40 
Total  1979.1  2052.6 
 
Based on the table, it can be seen that,the total of obtained score at experimental 
group was 1979.1 and control group was 2052.6. Moreover, by looking at the list of the pre-
test scores, it also showed that, the highest score of experimental group was 83.3 and the 
lowest one was 36.6, while the highest score of control group was 90 and the lowest one 
was 40. After analyzing the data, the researcher found that, the mean score of pre-test of 
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experimental group was 61.8 and the control group was 68.4. The mean score of pre-test of 
control group is higher than experimental group. 
After conducting the treatment, the researcher held post-test to measure the 
effectiveness of using Question-Generation Strategy in improving students’ reading 
comprehension at the Grade-Eighth students of SMP Negeri 2 Palu. The researcher used the 
same type of test as in the pre-test but different question as well in order to find out whether 
there was any impact after the researcher applied the treatment. The result of the post-test is 
presented on table 3. 
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Table 3 
Result of the Post-test of the Experimental and Control Group 
  
No. Initials of 
Experimental 
Group 
Scores 
Initials of 
Control 
Group 
Scores 
1 CP 93.3 ES 90 
2 NGM 83.3 AS 86.6 
3 RM 86.6 KE 86.6 
4 JE 83.3 KA 80 
5 MM 86.6 RMN 80 
6 VA 86.6 AFD 76.6 
7 AK 80 TNA 83.3 
8 AS 76.6 RR 83.3 
9 AR 86.6 CM 66.6 
10 AH 80 IA 86.6 
11 AJF 80 FE 53.3 
12 MK 83.3 AA 80 
13 VC 76.6 BA 83.3 
14 SF 83.3 FJ 80 
15 MRO 76.6 MR 73.3 
16 DAS 83.3 SFM 80 
17 SS 76.6 YFS 76.6 
18 AJAP 73.3 MRL 50 
19 AN 70 NAU 60 
20 TF 73.3 AK 76.6 
21 NIH 70 AMS 66.6 
22 PY 73.3 MW 70 
23 FZR 80 PFB 66.6 
24 DSM 70 MRF 60 
25 MIN 73.3 MSG 56.6 
26 CNM 73.3 NS 56.6 
27 TAI 86.6         CA 40 
28 MPS 63.3 PNW 53.3 
29 MAG 63.3 DPD 53.3 
30 
31 
32 
MA 
MAD 
IP 
60 
80 
73.3 
MR 40 
Total  2485.3  2095.7 
  
 
In analyzingthe students’ individual score of the control group, the researcher 
employed the same formula used in experimental group. As the result above, the researcher 
foundthat, the total of obtained score at experimental group was 2485.3 and control group 
was 2095.7. The highest score of experimental group was 93.3 and the lowest one was 60 
while the highest score of control group was 90 and the lowest one 
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was40.Additionally,from the computation, it isfound that, the mean score of post-test of 
experimental group was 77.6 and the control group was 69.8.  
After getting the mean score of pre-test and post-test of experimental and control 
groups, the researcher continued to count the mean score of deviation and the sum of square 
deviation of experimental and control groups. The researcher found that the mean score of 
deviation of experimental group is 4.81 and the sum of square deviation of the experimental 
group is 320. Besides, the mean score of deviation of control group is 0.53 and the sum of 
square deviation of the control group is 127. Furthermore, the researcher calculated the 
value of t-counted by using t-test formula as proposed by Arikunto (2006) to see the 
significant difference of both groups. By applying the t-test formula, the researcher found 
that the t-counted value is 6.36. 
Afterwards, the researcher compared the value of t-counted to the value of t-table in 
order to find out the significance difference between them. By applying Nx+Ny–2= 32+30–
2= 60 degree of freedom (df) and 0.05 level of significance of one tailed test, the researcher 
found that the t-table value is 1.676. It shows that the t-counted value (6.36) is higher than t-
table value (1.676). It means that the hypothesis is accepted. In other words,the Question-
Generation strategy is effective in improving reading comprehension at the grade-eighth 
students of SMPN 2 Palu. 
DISCUSSION 
 This research was conducted to improve reading comprehension through Question-
Generation strategy of the grade eight students at SMP Negeri 2 Palu. By Question-
Generation Strategy, the students are motivated to learn reading. Question-Generation 
Strategy is used to involve students in thinking and reading aspect. This strategy enables the 
students easily to comprehend the content of the text being read. The students can increase 
their vocabulary, easier to get information and main idea from the text. To investigate the 
students’ reading comprehension, there are two kinds of test: essay and multiple choice test. 
Based on the result of the test given, there are some points needed to be discussed 
about the finding to be discussed about the finding of the research. The researcher 
conducted the research at SMPN 2 Palu. The researcher used two classes, which were VIIC 
as an experimental group and VIIB as a control group. There were 32 students in 
experimental group and 30 students in control group. Quasi-experimental was the research 
design that was used in this research. 
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In this section, the researcher discusess the the research finding. The researcher gave 
a pre-test and post-test toward the experimental group and the control group. The pre-test 
has two kinds of type items. The first item is essay test and the second one is multiple 
choice test related to narrative text. It has 15 items. When the researcher gave the pre-test to 
the students’, she found that the students had difficulties in learning English, especially 
reading. They got confused the meaning of the text and how to answer the question. It 
means that they didn’t get information from the text. The result of computation shows that 
none of the students got maximum score. The highest score is 93.3 and the lowest score is 
36.6. The mean score of experimental group in pre-test is 61.8 and the mean score of 
control group in pre-test is 68.4. It indicates that the ability of students was low before 
getting the treatment. 
After giving the pre-test, the researcher conducted the treatment to the experimental 
group. In the treatments, the researcher used question generation-strategy to improve 
students reading comprehension. The materials contains of narrative story. The treatment 
was done for six times. In the first meeting, the researcher taught the story of The 
Ungrateful Lion, in the second meetings the story of The Smartest Parrot, in the third 
meetings the story of The Ugly Duckling, in the   fourth meetings the story of BatuBadaun, 
in the fifth meetings the story of Sangkuriang, in the sixth meetings the story of Toba Lake. 
By giving the story, the researcher expected that the students enjoy the teaching learning 
process. The teaching learning process stated by introducing the material that would be 
thought. The researcher explained definition of narrative text and the generic structure of 
narrative text before the researcher gave the strategy. Then, the researcher told about types 
of question and linking information that can help students easy to understand the content of 
the text and easy to answer the question. After that, the researcher gave an example of 
generating of question. Then, the researcher divided students into groups and gave the topic 
of passage for each group. By making a group or cooperative method, they became more 
active in learning reading. They shared the information they got based on the generation of 
questions. To increase the students’ vocabulary in reading test, they searched the difficult 
words, listed the words and sought the meaning with their friends. The assignments of the 
students into groups motivated them to enjoy reads. Furthermore, the researcher watched 
each group to make the students focus on their own assignment and help them if they have 
some difficulties in doing the assignment. Teaching reading through Question-Generation 
strategy has made the students easier to understand the content of the text. Meanwhile, in 
control group, the researcher applied conventional teaching. In teaching learning process, 
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teacher had used a monotonous method that could not increase students’ reading 
comprehension. 
After conducting the treatments to experimental group, the researcher gave post-test 
to both of groups in order to find out the students’ progress after the treatment. In the post-
test, the test was in the same form as the pre-test but in different questions. The mean score 
of post-test in the experimental group is 77.6, while the mean score of post-test in the 
control group is 69.8. It shows that the score of students in experimental group is higher 
than the score of students in control groups. 
In short, by seeing the data above, it can be seen that the the use of question-
generation is effective in improving students’ reading comprehension at the grade-eighth 
students of SMP Negeri 2 Palu. Since the students were taught in reading by using question-
generation repeatedly, it is much easier for the students to get the information from the text 
and increase their vocabulary.In addition, the result of the treatment by using locate-type 
questions, the students are easier to find specific information from the text.  
After conducting this research, the researcher believes that the use of question-
generation strategy is very useful in terms improving reading ability. It is supported by 
Dorkchandra (2013) that using question-generation is one of the effective strategies which 
can be used in teaching reading to help the students get information from the text. By using 
question-generation, the students also can increase their vocabulary and enhance their 
English tenses.Therefore, question-generation is one of the alternative strategies that can 
help the teacher to teach reading and an effective way to improve students’ reading 
comprehension, especially in narrative text. 
Based on the result, the use of Question-Generation Strategy is effective to improve 
the student’s reading comprehension. The effectiveness is proven by using formula t-test. It 
shows that the result is 6.00. It is greater than t-table which is the result is 1.671. The t-test 
is greater than t-table result. The researcher concludes that there is a significant 
improvement after the treatment. In addition, using Question-Generation strategy in 
narrative text can improve the student’s reading comprehension. 
CONCLUSION  
After analyzing and discussing the data statistically, the researcher concludes that 
question-generation strategy is effective to improve students’ reading comprehension. It can 
be stated that there is a significant improvement of the students’ speaking achievement 
between the experimental group and the control group before and after the treatment. It 
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could be seen from comparing the mean scoresof both groups. It is found that, the mean 
score of the experimental group on post-test was 77.6, which is higher than control one was 
69.8. The result of the mean score in post-test of experimental group was 77.6, which is 
higher than in the pre-test 61.8. 
Additionally, the result of the data analysis indicates that the research hypothesis is 
accepted. It is proven by comparing the score between the t-counted and the t-table, where the 
result of the t-counted(6.00) is greater than the t-table (1.671). The researcher found that the 
students are more interested in English learning process by using question-generation 
strategy because by using question-generation strategy, the students can find information 
from the text. To sum it up, the implementation of question-generation strategy is effective 
in improving the students’ reading comprehension at the grade-eighth students of SMP 
Negeri 2 Palu. 
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